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The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World
By Robin Wall Kimmerer. Illustrations by John Burgoyne. 2024. Scribner. 128 pages, 25.00 CAD, Hardcover, 13.99 CAD,

E-book. Also available as an Audiobook.

This is the eagerly antic-
ipated third book by the
author of Braiding Sweet-
grass (Milkweed Editions,
2015) and Gathering Moss
(Oregon State University
Press, 2003). It is a trea-
tise on reciprocal gift econ-
omies from the perspective
of the author and an invi-
tation to explore a mindset
of gratitude and abundance
instead of scarcity and competition. Serviceberries
(Amelanchier spp.; other common names include
shadbush, Saskatoon berry, juneberry, shadblow, sug-
arplum, and sarvis) serve as connecting threads in this
exploration of how the current market economy con-
trasts with the reciprocal exchange evident in ecosys-
tems. As a serviceberry tree distributes its wealth of
berries to meet the needs of its natural community and
in so doing ensures its own survival, a reciprocal gift
economy provides wealth and security through the
quality of its relationships. Expanding on some of the
themes in Braiding Sweetgrass, this work more di-
rectly critiques the ills of capitalism and resource ac-
cumulation and advocates for “a kind of biomimicry to
design systems of exchange which benefit human peo-
ple and non-human people at the same time” (p. 73).
At 109 pages of body text and only 12.7 cm x 17.8
cm in size, with a relatively large font and widely
spaced lines, this is a small book. You could finish
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reading it cover to cover, with some time to ponder,
within a few rainy-day hours. In terms of aesthetics,
nothing about this book is stark; for the hardcover
version, the overall effect of the design choices is one
of warmth, with deckle edges and an off-white linen
finish and beautiful colour illustrations on the cover.
Thematic black and white line illustrations also pep-
per the text and are lovely additions.

Kimmerer touches on various topics, including
Little Free Libraries, YouTube tutorials, repair cafés,
ecological economics, and rethinking Garrett Har-
din’s (1968) article in Science, “The Tragedy of the
Commons”. This book is a good jumping-off point
for further reading and reflection. Key authors and
theorists are mentioned in the text, making it easy to
follow up on ideas or research areas that spark your
interest. Those looking for the plant or essay-centred
storytelling of the author’s previous works will not
find it here; instead, The Serviceberry is a call for rec-
iprocity, community, gratitude, and acts of care both
large and small. This little book would make an excel-
lent gift, and when you are done reading it, pass it on
to a friend.
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