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development taking into account the ecological, eco-
nomic and social effects. As a win-win deal, it will
make barren hills green while bringing benefits to
farmers. With ample supplies of grain and other agri-
cultural products, China is currently in a good position
to accelerate the project, and the rural households,
subsidized with free grain, seeds and seedlings as well
as cash for living expenses, were enthusiastic to par-
ticipate in the project.

Practices in recent years have proved that the proj-
ect of returning farmland to forest or grassland has
played active roles in ecological, economic and social
aspects both locally and national wide. Therefore, to
summarize the theoretical basis and practical modes
of returning farmland to forest or grassland in time
seems to be very necessary. The publication of the
book Theoretical basis and practical modes of return-
ing farmland to forest or grassland exactly meets
such demands.

The book started from the systematically elucida-
tion of the history of returning farmland to forest or
grassland, then discussed the concept, theoretical basis
and technical modes of such ecological engineering in
detail. The main contents are as follows: Chapter 1,
review on the history of returning farmland to forest;
Chapter 2, degraded ecosystems of steep slope farm-
land; Chapter 3, theoretical basis for returning farm-
land to forest; Chapter 4, industrial modes and techno-

logical modes for returning farmland to forest; Chapter
5, the vegetation structure and yield characteristics of
the forest-grass complex modes; Chapter 6, fine root
characteristics of the forest-grass complex modes;
Chapter 7, species diversity of the forest-grass complex
ecosystem; Chapter 8, soil amelioration and nutrient
management of the forest-grass complex modes; Chap-
ter 9, soil and water ecology and conservation in the
forest-grass complex modes; Chapter 10, economic
effects of the forest-grass complex modes; Chapter 11,
theoretical basis and methods for sustainable devel-
opment of the forest system returned from farmland;
Chapter 12, sustainable management strategies of the
forest system returned from farmland.

This book would become a good reference for the
persons who are engaged in restoration ecology or
ecological engineering, forestry, agriculture and envi-
ronmental science, etc, as well as teachers and students
who major in the relevant fields, or any other persons
who are interested in this field.
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