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By J. Sherman Bleakney. 2005. McGill-Queens Press,
Montreal, Quebec, and Kingston, Ontario. xxxii + 221
pages. 14.95 CAD.

Sherman Bleakney is widely known in Canada as
a zoologist of remarkeably diverse interests and pub-
lications. As curator of amphibians, reptiles and fish
at the National Museum of Canada from 1952 to 1958
his expeditions from the Maritimes to Alberta dou-
bled the national herpetology collection to 14 000
specimens. He published a ground-breaking analysis
of the distribution of amphibians and reptiles in East -
ern Canada (Bleakney 1958) based on his 1956 Ph.D.
thesis from McGill University supervised by leg-
endary Max Dunbar, the first Ph.D. in herpetology at
a Canadian university (Cook 2007). In 1958 he
returned to Nova Scotia where he had been raised, and
to Acadia University where he had obtained his B.S.c
and M.Sc., to teach zoology and where he has remained
until and past retirement. Although initially his her-
petological contributions continued there, particular-
ly on both freshwater and marine turtles, he became
increasingly immersed in publishing on fishes and
invert ebrates of the marine ecosytem of the Minas
Basin, culminating in a book on nudibranchs
(Bleakney 1996).

Since 1994 he has further broadened his environ-
mental perspective and turned his critical trained eye

and literary skills and enthusium to the dykes origi-
nally built by the French settlers (Acadians) along the
Minas Basin at the head of the Bay of Fundy in Nova
Scotia. The result is a fascinatingly detailed and
throughly documented history and construction
analysis, with sections on the geology, post-glacial
events, and fauna of an area which boasts the world’s
highest tides and the land reclaimed and protected
from them. For this he has been able to draw on writ-
ten and oral accounts and has paid particular tribute
not only to the builders but also to those who left an
accurate record of techniques of dyking brought from
the low countries of Europe and adapted to the local
conditions. 
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Albatross – Their World, Their Ways. By T. De Roy, M.
Jones and J. Fitter. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent,
Richmond Hill Ontario L4B 1H1. 240 pages, 49.95 CAD,
Cloth. 

* Bees. By C. Savage. 2008. Greystone Books, #201 – 2323
Quebec Street,Vancouver, British Columbia V5T 4S7. 136
pages, 28 CAD Cloth.

* Extreme Birds – The World’s Most Extraordinary and
Bizarre Birds. By D. Couzens. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66
Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill Ontario L4B 1H1. 288 pages,
45.00 CAD, Cloth. 

Smithsonian Field Guide to the Birds of North America.
Edited by Ted Floyd. Harper Collins Publishers Ltd., 2 Bloor
Street East, 20th Floor, Toronto, Ontario M4W 1A8. 528
pages, 26.95 CAD. 

* A Wildlife Guide to Chile. By S. Chester. 2008. Princeton
University Press 41 William Street, Princeton, New Jersey,
USA, 08540-5237. 392 pages, 19.95 USD, Paper.

Carnivores of British Columbia. By D. Hatler, W. Nagors-
en, and A Beal. 2008. UBC Press, 20219 West Mall, Vancou-
ver, British Columbia V6T 1Z2. 416 pages, 85 CAD Cloth.

Coral Reef. By S. Wells. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek
Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 288 pages, 39.95
CAD, Cloth

* Cranes – A Natural History of a Bird in Crisis. By J.
Hughes. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Rich-
mond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 256 pages, 45.00 CAD, Cloth. 

Deer World. By D. Taylor. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66
Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 400 pages,
39.95 CAD, Cloth. 

Fifty Years of Flukes and Flippers: A Little History and
Personal Adventures with Dolphins, Whales and Sea
Lions (1958-2007). By William E. Evans. Pensoft Publishers,
Sofia-Moscow. In English 147 pages EUR 20.00 

Elephant Man. By N. Baumgartl and C. Galluci. 2008. Fire-
fly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario
L4B 1H1. 160 pages, 39.95 CAD, Cloth. 
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Arctic Fox – Life at the Top of the World. By G. Hamil-
ton. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond
Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 232 pages, 39.95 CAD, Cloth. 

Lost Worlds of the Guiana Highlands. By Stewart McPher-
son. 2008. Redfern Natural History Productions Limited, 61
Lake Drive, Hamworthy, Poole, Dorset BH15 4LR Eng-
land, UK. 385 pages, 29.99 GBP.

Dictionary of Herpetology. By H. Lillywhite. 2008. Krieger
Publishing, P.O. Box 9542, Melbourne, Florida 32902-9542
USA. 384 pages, 112.50 USD Cloth.

500 Insects – A Visual Reference. By S. Marshall. 2008. Fire-
fly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario
L4B 1H1. 528 pages, 29.95 CAD, Cloth. 

* Owls of North America. By F. Backhouse. 2008. Firefly
Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B
1H1. 216 pages, 34.95 CAD, Cloth. 

* Choosing Wildness – My life among the Ospreys. 2008.
By C. Arbour. Greystone Books, #201 – 2323 Quebec Street,
Vancouver, British Columbia V5T 4S7.

*Central Park in the Dark. By M. Winn. 2008. Farrar,
Straus and Giroux [Douglas & McIntyre Publishing Group],
Suite 201, 2323 Quebec Street, Vancouver, British Colum-
bia V5T 4S7. 263 pages, 27.50 CAD Coth.

Firefly Encyclopedia of Reptiles and Amphibians. [Sec-
ond Edition] By C. Mattison. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66
Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 240 pages,
49.95 CAD, Cloth.

The Encyclopedia of Sharks. By S. Parker. 2008. Firefly
Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B
1H1. 224 pages, 24.95 CAD, Paper.

Spiders – The Ultimate Predators. By S. Dalton. 2008. Fire-
fly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario
L4B 1H1. 208 pages, 34.95 CAD, Cloth. 

* Evolution and Biogeography of Australasian Verte-
brates. By John R. Merrick, M. Archer, G. Hickey, and M.
Lee. 2008, Australian Scientific Publishing, P.O. Box 68,
Oatlands, New South Wales 2117, Australia. 942 pages, 230
AUD Cloth, 170 AUD Paper.
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Rain Forest. By J. Burton. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek
Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 288 pages,
39.95 CAD, Cloth. 

* Wild Plants of Eastern Canada. By M. Walker. 2008
Nimbus Publishing Ltd., P.O. Box 9166, Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia B3K 5M8. 240 pages, 24.95 CAD.

Between Earth and Sky – Our Intimate Connections to
Trees. By N. Nadkarni. 2008. University of California Press,
2120 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, California 94704 USA. 336
pages, 24.95 USD Cloth.

OTHER

Wilderness America – A Visual Journey. By T. Fitzharris.
2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill,
Ontario L4B 1H1. 160 pages, 39.95 CAD, Cloth. 

Antarctica – Secrets of The Southern Continent. By D.
McGonigal. 2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent,
Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1. 400 pages, 59.95 CAD,
Cloth.

A Primer of Conservation Biology [Fourth Edition]. By R.
Primack. 2008. Sinauer Associates, Inc., 23 Plumtree Road,
P.O. Box 407, Sunderland, Massachusetts 01375-0407. 292
pages, 49.95 USD, Paper.

Costa Rica – A Journey through Nature. By A. Hepworth.
2008. Firefly Books Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill,
Ontario L4B 1H1. 204 pages, 39.95 CAD, Cloth. 

Wild Costa Rica – The Wildlife and Landscapes of Costa
Rica. By A. Hepworth. 2008. The MIT Press, Five Cam-
bridge Center, 4th Floor, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02142-
1493. 176 pages, 29.95 USD, Cloth.

Setting the Standard – Certification, Governance, and
the Forest Stewardship Council. By C. Tollefson, F. Gale
and D. Haley. 2008. UBC Press, 20219 West Mall, Vancou-
ver, British Columbia V6T 1Z2. 352 pages, 85 CAD Cloth.

David Suzuki’s Green Guide. By D. Suzuki and D. Boyd.
2008. Greystone Books, #201 – 2323 Quebec Street, Van-
couver, British Columbia V5T 4S7. 192 pages, 19.95 CAD.

Snakebit: Confessions of a Herpetologist. By L. Anthony.
2008. Greystone Books, #201 – 2323 Quebec Street, Van-
couver, British Columbia V5T 4S7. 288 pages, 29.95 CAD.

The Lizard King: The True Crimes and Passions of the
World’s Greatest Reptile Smugglers. By Bryan Christy.
2008. Twelve. http://www.twelvebooks.com/content/index.
asp. 241 pages. 24.99 CAD.

The Wisdom of Birds – An illustrated history of ornithol-
ogy. By T. Birkhead. 2008. Greystone Books, #201 – 2323
Quebec Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V5T 4S7. 448
pages, 42.95 CAD.

National Audubon Society Guide to Nature Photography
– Digital Edition. By T. Fitzharris. 2008. Firefly Books
Ltd., 66 Leek Crescent, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 1H1.
208 pages, 24.95 CAD, Cloth. 

* Wilderness Prophet – Arthur Carhart. By T. Wolf. 2008.
University Press of Colorado, 5589 Arapahoe Avenue, Suite
206C, Boulder, Colorado 80303. 294 pages, 34.95 USD Cloth.

* The Riverscape and the River. By S. Haslam. 2008.
Cambridge University Press, 32 Avenue of the Americas,
New York, New York 10013-2473. 404 pages, 130 USD
Cloth.

* Serengeti III – Human Impacts on Ecosystem Dynamics.
By A. Sinclair, C. Packer, S. Mduma and J. Fryxell. 2008.
The University of Chicago Press, 1427 East 60th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60637 USA. 464 pages, 45 USD Paper.

* On the Wings of Cranes: Larry Walkinshaw’s Life Story.
By Lowell Schake and James Walkinshaw. 2008. iUniverse,
Inc. 24.95 USD Paper, 35 USD Cloth.
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